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CLUB NOTICES 


Tonight’s speaker is... 
Ern Perkins 


...and he will be talking about the Central Victorian Box—lronbark Forests. 


Next month is our Christmas break-up ... 


The December meeting will be a members’ night. We are going to take this opportunity to review the activities of a 
number of our special groups and projects, including Seaview Park, Jerringot, the You Yangs boneseeding project and 
our website. Please note that this will be held as usual at Clairvaux and NOT at the Botanic Gardens, as 


previously advised. 


Club Excursion 
Excursion to Earth Sanctuaries, Little River 
Saturday 20 November 


Leader: Diana Primrose 
(Phone 5250 1811) 


(Please remember the change of day as previously announced in the 
September Geelong Naturalist) 


The main focus of this excursion is to view the nocturnal indigenous species 
that have been reintroduced to this area, and to hear of the work and vision 
of Earth Sanctuaries. The afternoon and evening offer other possibilities as 
well—a walk through the granites of Mt Rothwell (about a one hour 
dawdle—‘field nat. pace’), and the opportunity for a BYO picnic tea in the 
grounds of the historic Mt Rothwell homestead. Gas barbecue supplied. 


The ‘Wildlife after Dark’ walk starts at 8.15pm (DST), is about 2 kms long 
and takes about 2 hours. The track is wheelchair friendly. We do have to 
pay — this is how they raise their funds. 


Please see me at the front door of the homestead at 7.30 pm to sign the 


attendance register and to give me the fee for the walk (which I will pay in 
bulk for a discount). 

$20 per adult 

$16 per child 


For those wishing to do the granite rocks walk, and then have their picnic 
tea on the lawn (there some chairs and tables available) | suggest arriving 
about 4-5 pm. The walk is self-guided. Report to reception, say you are with 
the Geelong FN’s. An informative pamphlet is available outlining points of 
interest — this is currently in draft form and any helpful suggestions are 
happily received. 


Arrange own car pooling. 


Proceed to Lara via first turn off (down Forest Road South), turn right at the 

roundabout to taking Station Lake Road following this through the 

| roundabout at the APCO service station where the name changes to Mill 
Road. Follow Mill Road (which later changes to Farrars Road then Little 

| River Ripley Road) straight through for the next 20 kms. There are sign 

posts. The entrance gate is on the left. (See Melway ‘South Western key 

maps’ page 11—not map 11. Earth Sanctuaries is about opposite 

Kirksbridge Road). 


High Country 
Campout 
January 2005 


Further to the notice on October's 
magazine, please note all bookings 
need to be made and paid in full by 
December 7th, our Christmas 

meeting, when final information will 
be available. 


As car parking is always limited at ski 
lodges please share transport if 
possible. 


Members of other clubs welcome. 


Dick Southcombe 
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We welcome 
Janet Massey 
and her son 
Francis Massey-Merlino 
to the Club 
and wish them a long 
and happy 
association. 
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- Photo on front cover by 
Valda Dedman 
Graeme Tribe up a gum tree 


Carlisle State Park 
(17.10.04 excursion) 
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Y November 2004 A 
Y IN 
y ...John Bottomley ^ 


| 
jt The Club's Excursions. What is their role? ^n 


A number of seemingly unrelated reports and activities have recently got me thinking about the role A^ 


m excursions should play in the Club's programme of activities. In no particular order these were as follows: i) 
Ww : AN 
W — A meeting of the Programme sub-committee to begin the process of putting together the Club’s ÁN 
v program for 2005—2006. This obliged us to think of the role excursions should play in the overall A^ 
V calendar of activities. i 


— Suggestions from members regarding excursions made in response to last month's request for 
input. Several of these asked that at least several excursions each year be run as mini-surveys of ^ 


Y an area rather than as the look-and-see strolls they often are these days. Some long-time members /N 
Y suggested that the Club has drifted away from this approach over the years and would benefit from /\ 
Y its re-adoption. ES 


=> A look at the Purposes of the Club as defined in our Constitution. These include (a) stimulating the v 
study and appreciation of natural history by taking part in ecological surveys and field studies from 


3 time to time, (b) preserving and protecting Australian flora and fauna and (c) faithfully recording i 
W information, disseminating knowledge on and acting as a source of information and opinion on AN 
v these matters. What role should excursions play in helping us achieve our purposes? AN 
V, i D 

AN 
Vo. > The report by Barry Lingham in this issue of The Naturalist on member Trevor Pescott's Barwon ^ 


River Bird Surveys and my participation in the first of Trevor's Waurn Ponds Creek bird surveys. ls — 
there not some way in which at least some excursions can add systematically to our stock of 
survey information and data? Does our survey work have to be divorced from our excursions? 


v — News reports that scientists are concerned the rate of global warming appears to be speeding up.  /j 
Wy This inevitably will lead to a speed-up in the rate of habitat and ecological change. What will be the — / 
Y impact of this on our local wildlife and habitat? How will we know what changes are taking place? fi 


V : 
^ , What role then for Club excursions? Some preliminary thoughts follow. Let me, or any other member ofthe — , 
T Committee, have your comments and suggestions. i 


\” We believe the overall approach to the excursion program should be as follows: N 
V ; 
y — Several excursions a year should be run to illustrate topics discussed by speakers at our monthly i 
meetings. Such excursions should be run in the same month as the relevant talk and hence be 
about two weeks after it. 


— Several excursions should be run as snapshot surveys of the situation in a habitat or locale of 


W interest. These may or may not be tied into talks. We should return to the locations ofsuch - AN 
v excursions every six to seven years to monitor changes. AN 
V i. 
Y — The great majority of excursions should be local in nature as it is for the Geelong region that we i 


need to collect and organise information and data. 


= We should consider running one excursion a year to a regional location that is linked ecologically in 


a some way to our local region. An example might be an excursion to a Bass Strait island used on ^^ 
M migration by birds that spend their summers in Tasmania. Such excursions will allow us to putthe — ^^ 
M changes we identify locally into a broader context. x 


— The mid-week bird excursion should continue to be encouraged. Could they to return to sites ona — 
regular schedule? ; à 


Y As | asked above do let us have your thoughts. It is your Club! 


=~ “r > 
rin S: > > > - = 


> > > > 
~ T = > = -— > Sw =>- —— —— die 


ncc uc M Mg ee 


2 GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 40 No. 7 November 2004 


Out and About 
... Valda Dedman 


If you're looking for plants in flower, don't forget the water plants. At Jerringot | 
touched the flowering spike of a water ribbon Triglochin procerum and a puff of 
pale pollen was released. | realised the plant was at the peak of blossoming and 
took a closer look. Tightly-packed strange 
knobbly green flowers were topped with 
fringed mauve stars. These were the six-rayed 
styles, each ray tipped with a stigma, where 
the pollen is caught. The three petals and 
sepals overlap each other and fall soon after 
opening fully and if pollination has taken 

place the elegantly swirled fruit begins to 
develop. Ge 


Knobbly flowers EST with T stars 


The smallest flowering plants in the world grow in water. You've probably seen 
them, though not necessarily in flower, and you'd probably need a microscope to 
see their inflorescence. Wolffia (the smallest) and lemna are floating plants known 
as duckweeds. Wolffia floats like a miniature green iceberg, with most of its 
thallus submerged. It has no roots. Lemna species usually have roots and float 
either on the surface or below, the latter type rising only when needing air for 

' —. . flowering or fruiting. Duckweeds are not often seen flowering; they are more likely 
Elegantly swirled fruits to reproduce by budding. New thalli emerge from slits or a budding pouch and 

young plants stay attached to the parent for some time. Flowers are produced in a 
pocket. Male flowers have a single stamen with an anther at the end; females have a flask-shaped ovary and a 
short unbranched style. The fruit is enclosed in a bladder. Lemna usually live in colonies, attached to each other by 
their stems. Last autumn I collected some duckweed from the Barwon and kept it in a bucket. Over winter many 
plants died, leaving white 'shells' but with the warmer weather they have increased and now nearly cover the 
surface 
TE 


There are some plants | would rather not see flowering in the wild. | went to look at a patch of native grassland 
beside the railway at Murgheboluc, because it was so wonderful last year. At first glance the flowers were pretty, a 
carpet of white, but | was looking at hundreds, if not thousands of Bulbil Sparaxis Sparaxis bulbifera, a serious 
environmental threat. The sparaxis have velvety white throats and a purplish stripe on the outside of the corollas. 
Bulbils form in the axils of stem leaves and are dispersed by wind. There were a number of Golden Moths Diuris 
chryseopsis flowering, but fewer and much smaller than in 2003, and some riceflower Pimelea sp, but not much 
else that was native to the area. | fear that this wonderful patch of remnant grassland may be in decline. Check it 
out some time. It is just where Brinsmeads Road crosses the railway line. — . 


When hunting, raptors employ various search and attack techniques. Searchers spend much of their foraging time 
looking for prey, often using low-energy soaring and gliding. Searching can involve prospecting, either 
systematically flying to and fro over an area or soaring to great heights to allow a wide view. Some, such as the 
Black-shouldered Kite, hover and glide, ever alert to movements below. Prey can be flushed out by diving , 
stooping or by contour-hunting, which is a rapid flight a few metres above the ground, hugging its contours. 
Nankeen Kestrels and Brown Goshawks also stalk on the ground. Scavenging and nest-robbing are also employed. 


Sometimes raptors hunt co-operatively, particularly when pursuing more difficult prey. A trio of Grey Falcons has 
been seen hunting galahs; pairs and groups of up to fifteen Wedge-tailed eagles hunt dingos and kangaroos, taking 
turns to swoop the hapless victim until it tires. When a pair of falcons hunts birds, typically it is the male that 
harasses the flock and shepherds it under the female that is flying, perhaps unnoticed, below. She then swoops at 
the panicked birds. 


Attackers spend more effort on the attack than the search; they may perch until prey is sighted or actively flush, 
then strongly pursue the prey. The actual strike may or may not involve binding to the prey. Peregrine Falcons are 
usually aerial hunters, often catching a bird after a dive and gripping it in their talons, or striking it with their robust 
legs, then swinging up and back to catch it as it falls. 


If you would like to know more about our raptors, | strongly recommend Australian birds of prey, by Penny Olsen 
(UNSW Press, 1995) & 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 40 No.7 November 2004 3 


Note a = adult j = juvenile m = male f = female 


Date 
5/3 

15/3 
28/3 
10/4 
11/4 
13/4 
17/4 
29/4 


31/5 
2/6 

5/6 

5/6 

7/6 

9/6 

3/7 

4I7 

15/7 
17/7-16/8 
17/8 

17/8 

18/8 


02/09 
03/09 
17/09 


This is the last record | have of Gang-gangs in the immediate 
area; | suspect that all available food (pine cones, gum nuts and 
Golden Ash seeds etc. have been exhausted from the vicinity. 


In 2002 (I was up north during the relevant period in 2003), I first 
had Gang-gangs on 23/04/03 and they were last seen in my 
area on 03/10/03 (which is pretty much the same time-span!). 


The GFNC website has been updated and | am keen for 
feedback on any ways to improve the information, links or layout. 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate etc) 
can be emailed to the GFNC email or phoned to me (52554291) 
so that they can be incorporated onto the site every day. That 

way, we should all be able to find out about interesting sightings 


very quickly. <œ 


No 


6a/6-8j . 
24a/8-12j 
? 

8a/3j 

12+ 


2m/1f/2j 
2m/1f/2j 


? 
5 (2M/1F/2l) 
1 


GFNC Website 


- Gang-gangs - Diary entries for 2004 - 


...Rob Ganly 


` Comments 


12.30 pm: first appeared in Zillah Crawcour Reserve (Res) from Ceres direction 

around Res. & Geelong College Prep. School Grounds (GCPS)- creating havoc in GCPS pines 
still round 

in GCPS 


in GCPS 


in GCPS: juveniles chattering at parents to be fed 
in GCPS 


in GCPS: 4 x begging juveniles chattering in Sugar Gums; male adults feeding 3; could not determine sex of 
fourth feeder. Being fed on seeds of Golden Ash from nearby Aberdeen St 


Present in area at all times since April 
perching in dead Red River Gums, flying along river in Res. 
flying NE over Newtown 
in GCPS: chattering & feeding j's. in Sugar Gums Split into 6-(2m/2t/1mj;11j) : 4-(2m/2f) : 2-(1m/1f) 
present in GCPS 
AM 6 adults (3m/3f) & 2j feeding in suburban Minerva Rd. Golden Ash 
in GCPS 
Juvenile begging 
in GCPS . 
To Coffs Harbour on vacation 
Res. @ 8.30am 
GCPS feeding in Sugar Gums 


(same birds?? — same trees!) there @ 9.45am: still @ 4.35pm & au flew to another grove when "others" 
appeared from SE, calling as they landed - ie E 


heard calling in GCPS 
Feeding in Sugar Gums in GCPS 
Seen flying in GCPS 


.. Barry Lingham 
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This Month 


Ive got to share a few things with 
you—albeit briefly. October has been 
a great month, full of pleasant 
diversions from the worrying world 
affairs. So come with me and enjoy! 


Two male Rufous Songlarks 
duelled for their spot in the grass 
with horizontal display flights and 
distinctive, pleasant song. 
Red-browed Firetail male, carefully 
selected a fresh grass blade which 
he carried to where his love was 
perched. An exciting display of 
wing flutters and grass waving and 
he did what comes naturally—and 
some more! On completion he 
dropped his bouquet (of course!) 
and both flew away. 

Brolga, standing over two large 
white eggs. Another in the 
background—concerned. We 
moved on. 

An amorous and possibly myopic 
New Holland Honeyeater, doing 
what comes unnaturally, attempts 
to mate with our car—successfully 
it thinks. 

And last (the best!), an exceptional 
verge of native grassland just north 
of Wickliffe on the road to Willaura. 
Hundreds of Golden Moth Orchids, 
many Sun-orchids in bud, and 
many of the other plants you would 
expect to find. 


Picture this... 
Aireys Inlet£—MID— (really 
anytime!) 


On the beach below the 
lighthouse—cliffs with interesting 
formations—a gallery of 
geological works—caves and 
rock pools waiting to be 

explored. (This could be Point 
Lonsdale or Barwon Heads at 
low tide!) 

Remnant cliff-hugging vegetation 
providing shelter and succour to a 
Rufous Bristlebird—unseen but 
advertising its presence. 

On the beach a Hooded Plover 
started from the shelter of a 
footprint into another depression a 
short distance away. 

Perched on the rocks, a White- 
faced Heron, on tide’s turn, waiting 
for the fish that accompany it. 


...Joe Hubbard 


A sand-coloured spider scuttles 
across the beach—invisible when 
motionless. 

Unmoving, tiny striped fish in rock 
pools, confident of their 
concealment. 

Up above, by the cliff top road, two 
Blue-winged Parrots gather seed. 
And two Australian Kestrels ride 
on the updraught, then stoop to 
the beach below. 


Grasslands, bush, and gardens — 
EARLY 
Geelong—Rokewood—Enfield— 
Ballarat—Shelford 


Rokewood Cemetery—good 
specimens of Clustered 
Everlastings, Golden Moth 
Orchids, one Showy Parrot-pea 
outstanding in the grassland, Spur 
Velleia with its pretty soft yellow, 
and Common Everlasting, pretty 
much everywhere. 

On to Enfield Park, a short stop for 
Bronze Caladenias and Common 
Bird-orchids. 

Ballarat Botanic Gardens for a 
wetland circuit, Musk Duck and a 
colony of White Ibis. 

Returned via Buninyong and Mt 
Mercer to check for remnant verge 
grasslands. Golden Moth Orchids 
and a lone Purple Glycine. 

Weeds predominant! 


A patch of blue and a bit of satin 
Brisbane Ranges—LATE 
Eclipse Rd—Lease Rd—Hut Rd 


Those Chocolate Lilies—in places 
a haze of mauve—such numbers! 
Memorable—the massed yellow 
of Common Everlastings and the 
mauve of lilies—just able to hold 
back the exotics from the 
paddocks. 

The bountiful flowering of 
orchids—this time the Tiger 
Orchid. 

Enchanting—those white-throated 
beauties—Bluebells. And some 
that dared to be different— 
Whitebells. 

Lease Road (we were spoilt by 
Eclipse)—many small yellow 
Goodenias. 


A large patch of blue among the 
scattered trees. More Bluebells? 
Walked over to see—Blue 


November 2004 


Pincushions—a real carpet of 

blue! Many more in bud. 

e Justas we left Crossing Picnic 
Ground, | heard a bird call— 
something like "E—gip, E—gip, 
E-g-p." Stopped to track 
down the source. A black and 
white bird (first impressions are 
wrong sometimes!)— 
Flycatcher—then nest and 
sitting female (a different 
colour!)—nest on bare branch 
and horizontal fork. Head said 
Satin—heart hoping Leaden. 

e And just to make this area 
more interesting, the calls of 
Crested Shrike-tits and a 
Forest Raven. 


Bits and pieces—LATE 
Anakie—Ballan Rd—Road 
verges—late vernal display of 
flowers—outstanding 

e Newtown—Nymph cases of 
Cicadas on gate post. Large 
exit The beginning of the 
cicada season. Sparrows and 
Wattlebirds spoiling for the 
chase. 

e Newtown, Steiglitz, 
Goldfields—Widespread 
observations of Caper White 
Butterflies. At Steiglitz, a 
continuous southwards flypast 
(about one hour observation). 


To get you going... 
a bit more detail 


Brisbane Ranges Vicroads 77 
D7 

Follow Eclipse Road to Slate 
Quarry Road, right to Geelong- 
Ballan Road, right. Soon right into 
Durdidwarrah Road, Lease Road 
about 2+ km on night. To avoid 
that steep and narrow section, exit 
right on Graham's Creek Road. 
You'll be back on Eclipse Road. 


(Day trip) 


Rokewood etc. Vic roads 
76, 254 

At Rokewood tum right into 
Ballarat Road. Then look for 
cemetery sign on left. 

At Enfield, use sections of old road 
for parking. 

You can exclude the Ballarat 
section by backtracking to the 
Dereel-Mt Mercer Road. (Day 
trip) 


Be careful, check current 
conditions, enjoy......... Cheers! 
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On the table — 
Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus 


... Valda Dedman | 


Frank Scheelings brought in a Brown Goshawk that he had found on the 
road between Rokewood and Shelford, which gave us the opportunity to 
see at close quarters a beautiful bird that is normally a solitary and 
secretive dweller of wooded habitats. We admired its finely barred breast 
of cream and tan, each stripe bordered with grey, its cinnamon collar, its 
back and wings of dark grey-brown, and its half-trousered long yellow legs. Its tail was long and rounded, the wings 
broad and, when folded, only reaching half way along the length of the tail. When opened, the wings were finely 
barred underneath. The undertail was barred with dark grey, the two outer feathers having only a shadow of barring. 
If the feathers of the nape were ruffled, a pure white patch was revealed. It had prominent bony brow ridges, a yellow 
cere and whiskers round the eye. Its toes were long and ended in sharp talons — three forward-facing and one facing 
back. 


It was a female, indicated by its great size. The average weight of a male in southern mainland Australia is 350 grams 
and the female 570 grams. This bird weighed 450 grams; it could have been dehydrated by the time | weighed it. A 
Collared Sparrowhawk, similar in colouration, is much smaller. First-year birds are 
brown and streaky and second-year plumage is more broadly and darkly barred. 


Next Mid-week 


The Brown Goshawk flies with rapid and powerful with bursts of quick deep wing beats. Bird Gro 
It glides on slightly bowed wings and soars on slightly upswept wings. Its tight sleek ` up 
plumage assists with speed. Excursion 


18 November 2004 


This bird is a stealthy hunter. It will sit concealed on a 
branch till it sees its prey, then swoop out and with its feet 
snatch a bird in flight. It kills with its talons, the hind claw is 
the killing one. Sometimes it uses bushes to hide its 
approach from a rabbit. It is very fond of rabbit and females 
can take adults more than twice their own weight. Males 
prefer kittens. Occasionally it stalks and runs after insects on | 
the ground and it may fly low over towns in the evening in ——— —-— 
search of starlings or sparrows. It also reaches into nests and possum dreys, its long 
legs an advantage. Its long tail helps it to manoeuvre between trees. 


Leader: 
Bryant Attwood 


Meet at 8.30 am at Waurn 
Ponds Shopping Centre 
carpark—the all-day parking 
area inside the boundary 
fence on Pioneer Road 
between the Service Station 
and the old Plant Nursery. 


It is a finicky eater, holding down its food with its feet and plucking a bird before eating 
or picking flesh from the skin from a mammal. It tears and slices the flesh with its 
relatively short beak and does not crack large bones. Occasionally food is cached. 
Raptors can store 24-35% of their body weight in their crop. 


We will travel a short 
distance along Colac Road 
before turning into 
Ghazepore Road, then 
White's Road and Williams 
Road to the 1850s property 
‘Hillside’. The area to be 
covered is not huge and if 
we finish early we may have 
a brief look at Stewart 
Reserve. 


Brown Goshawks are locally common and widespread in woodlands and wooded 
farmland. They nest high in eucalypts, often in a mistletoe clump. They line the stick 
nest with fresh gum leaves. Occasionally they use an old magpie or raven nest. The 
You Yangs and Bannockburn bush are two of their strongholds. In late summer to 
winter they move to urban and more open areas. In March 2002 one was seen at Zillah 
Crawcour Park, in July at Queens Park, and in December at Breakwater. In Newtown a 
juvenile became entangled in netting over an apple tree but managed to free itself and 
returned to claim its prey, a decapitated blackbird. 4» 


Observations 


Distance to be traveled is 
probably 20 km for the 


On 8 October at 0920 Bryant Attwood saw one White-tailed Water Rat swimming 
morning 


downstream near the riverbank in Queens Park 500m upstream from the footbridge. 


Enquiries : Polly Cutcliffe 
5244 0182 


Bryant also saw a Platypus in the same location on 23 September at 0945. At 0920 
on 29 September he had a close sighting of a Platypus slowing moving upstream from 
under the footbridge. ; 
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The October excursion was a 


Carlisle State Park Excursion combined outing with 13 GENC 
members being joined by four 
1 7 October members of the Colac FNC. We met 


Irene Spokes and John James at 
...Deborah Evans and Irene Spokes Colac and then Geoff and Zeta Beilby 
at the Carlisle-Gellibrand Road turnoff. 
Geoff, our guide for the day, had 
chosen a site in the southern section of the park, as recent rain had made tracks in the northern section difficult for 
ordinary vehicles to negotiate. 


The four wheel drive vehicles took us up a very rough Tucker's Orchard Road. After a few kilometres we stopped to 
wander uphill on a ‘track’ in the heath along the ridge of Tertiary sand deposits. The walking was easy and there were 
many, many plants in bloom for us to stop, identify, photograph or just gaze in awe at. As we moved along the ridge 
we could look down on the marvellous view of the Gellibrand River flats, with the sun glinting off some perched lakes 
that occur in pockets where impervious layers trap the water. 
Eventually we reluctantly moved back to the roadside where we sat in groups SHS heh san andinoaroy 
and had our lunch and chatted. Picnic blankets and chairs made those wary of (Graeme Tribe and Irene Spokes) 
the leeches less nervous. The birds were quiet during the middle of the day and P 
we were unfortunately not treated to sightings of the Southern Emu-wrens that Pacific Black Duck 
can often be seen in the area, but a good view of a Blue-winged Parrot was a GIST Is LAS 
lunch highlight. White-faced Heron 

White-necked Heron 
After lunch one group wandered back down the road where there was evidence BrowntGosnare 
of many echidnas at work and signs of rabbits, wallabies and kangaroos as well 


as up to 10 different native orchids, many other plants and some interesting Falcon species 
fungi. Another group headed off through the, at times, head-high bush to try to Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
locate one of the perched lakes. The heath was ablaze with the pinky-purple Galah 


flowers of Wiry Bauera, but it gradually gave way to sedges as we approached À 
the lake. The lake was a little oasis in the surrounding dry heath, with the Long-billed Corella 
welcome sound of frogs calling, but no water birds. Feeling like 19th century Little Corella 

explorers tackling the unknown (having not brought the GPS along with us) we Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
re-traced our steps 
under Geoff's 
guidance to arrive 
back at exactly the 
spot we had left 
the road. 

By the time the 
whole group had 
made its way down 
to the start of 
Tucker's Orchard 
Road, where taller 
forest flanked the 
creek line and the 
open pastures 
were visible, the 
birds were coming 
out for the evening 
and our bird lists 
grew rapidly. 


Crimson Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Olive Whistler 

Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Magpie-lark 

Grey Fantail 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Australian Magpie 

Forest Raven 

Little Raven 

Grey Currawong 
Welcome Swallow 
Blackbird 

Common Starling 


Our thanks to Irene 
Spokes for 
organising the trip 

- and Geoff Beilby 
for guiding us 
through the heath, 
locating orchids 
and identifying the 
extraordinary 
variety of plant 


November 2004 


(Winston Huggins, with additions from Irene Spokes and Rosalind Smallwood) 
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Dicots 

Acacia genistifolia 

Acacia melanoxylon 

Acacia mucronata 

Acacia suaveolens 

Acacia ulicifolia 

Allocasuarina paludosa 
Amperea xiphoclada 

Aotus ericoides : 
Apium prostratum subsp. prostratum var. filiforme 
Argentipallium blandowskianum 
Banksia marginata 
: Bauera rubioides 

Billardiera scandens 

Boronia nana (var. pubescens?) 
Boronia parviflora 

Bossiaea cinerea 

Cassytha glabella 

Cassytha melantha 

Dillwynia glaberrima 

Drosera macrantha 

Drosera peltata subsp. auriculata 
Drosera whittakeri 

Epacris impressa 

Epacris lanuginosa 

Eucalyptus willisii (formerly E. nitida) 
Eucalyptus radiata subsp.radiata 
Gompholobium heugelii 
Gonocarpus tetragynus 
Goodenia geniculata 

Goodenia lanata 

Hakea ulicina 

Helichrysum scorpioides 
Hibbertia fasciculata var. prostrata 
Hibbertia procumbens 

Hibbertia riparia 

Hibbertia sericea 

Leptospermum continentale 
Leptospermum myrsinoides 
Leucopogon virgatus 

Melaleuca squarrosa 


Spreading Wattle 
Blackwood 
Narrow-leaf Wattle 
Sweet Wattle 

Juniper Wattle 

Scrub She-oak 

Broom Spurge 
Common Aotus 

Sea Celery 

Woolly Everlasting 
Silver Banksia 

Wiry Bauera 

Common Apple-berry 
Dwarf Boronia 
Swamp Boronia 
Showy Bossiaea 
Tangled Dodder-laurel 
Coarse Dodder-laurel 
Smooth Parrot-pea 
Climbing Sundew 

Tall Sundew 

Scented Sundew 
Common Heath 
Woolly-Style Heath 
Shining Peppermint 
Narrow-leaf Peppermint 
Wedge Pea 

Common Raspwort 
Bent Goodenia 
Trailing Goodenia 
Furze Hakea 

Button Everlasting 
Bundled Guinea-flower 
Prostrate Guinea-flower 
Erect Guinea-flower 
Silky Guinea-flower 
Prickly Tea-tree 
Heath Tea-tree 
Common Beard-heath 
Scented Paperbark 


Mitrasacme pilosa var. stuartii 
Monotoca glauca 

Monotoca scoparia 

Olearia lirata 

Olearia phlogopappa 
Ozothamnus rogersianus 
Persoonia juniperina 

Pimelea humilis 

Pimelea linifolia subsp. linifolia 
Ricinocarpus pinifolius 
Stylidium sp.2 (in graminifolium group) 
Tetratheca ciliata 


Monocots 
Arthropodium strictum 
Burchardia umbellata 
Caleana major 
Calochilus campestris 
Calochilus robertsonii 
Chiloglottis valida 
Dianella sp. aff. revoluta 
Empodisma minus 
Gahnia radula 

Gahnia sieberiana 
Glossodia major 
Hypolaena fastigata 
Laxmannia orientalis 
Leptocarpus tenax 
Lomandra filiformis 
Lomandra longifolia 
Patersonia fragilis 
Pteridium esculentum 
Pterostylis nutans 
Pterostylis smaragdyna 
Thelymitra aristata 
Thelymitra carnea 
Thelymitra ixioides 
Thelymitra sp. aff. ixioides 
Thelymitra pauciflora 
Xanthorrhoea australis 


Hairy Mitrewort 
Large-leaf Monotoca 
Monotoca 

Snow Daisy-bush 
Dusty Daisy-bush 
Nunniong Everlasting 
Prickly Geebung 
Smooth Rice-flower 
Slender Rice-flower 
Wedding Bush 
Grass Triggerplant 
Pink Bells 


Chocolate Lily 
Milkmaids 

Flying Duck Orchid 
Copper Beard Orchid 
Purple Beard Orchid 
Common Bird Orchid 
Black-anther Flax-lily 
Spreading Rope-rush 
Thatch Saw-sedge 
Red-fruit Saw-sedge 
Waxlip Orchid 
Tassel Rope-rush 
Dwarf Wire-lily 
Slender Twine-rush 
Wattle Mat-rush 
Spiny-headed Mat-rush 
Short Purple-flag 
Austral Bracken 
Nodding Greenhood 
Tall Greenhood 
Great Sun Orchid 
Pink Sun Orchid 
Spotted Sun Orchid 
Spotted Sun Orchid 
Slender Sun Orchid 
Austral Grass-tree 
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_A follow-up to ‘On the Table’ 


| had been meaning to correspond 
with Valda Dedman for some time 
since returning home from holidays 
about her July article on the Queens 


Rob Ganly Park albino New Holland Honeyeater 
: (NHE). 


Just to set the record straight—the bird has been round since 1998 (we moved into our current address overlooking 
Queens Park in December 1999 and, on finding the bird daily in our garden, | enquired of neighbours who advised that. 
it had been round for at least a year previous to then. 


The bird is still here today, and | am looking at it in the driving rain outside my window as | tap this out! 


We like to think of the bird (Blondie) as ours, as it appears to spend a good deal of the day in our garden feeding etc., 
and most mornings perches for some time on our balcony. 


Last year we traversed Australia, and on returning home on November 25 my wife Glenda called me to say that she 
was seeing double—there were two Blondies outside! Sure enough there were (and still are today). We had a 
fledgling with more 'grey' on the wings and 
‘black eyes’. Since that time the younger 
has lost all the ‘grey’ and only up close 
can you tell that it is slightly different round 


- the eyes. 


- Blondie is a regular of the local ‘clan’ of 
NHEs, i.e. is totally accepted and joins in 
all the usual activities, communal chasing 
and socialising that NHEs go on with. In 
fact we think ‘she?’ is a ringleader as she 
usually calls all the pack in for their daily 
wash and noisy discussions of the day's 
events at our birdbath. The younger bird 
is a less frequent attendee—perhaps 
there's a pecking order operating! 


x We wait to see if another appears during 


this breeding season! 


Attached are photos of parent & child with 
relatives, taken in December 2003. > 


Bird List 


Blue-billed Duck 
Black Swan 
Australian Shelduck 
Pacific Black Duck 
Australasian Shoveler 
Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal 
Hardhead 
Australasian Grebe 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Great-crested Grebe 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Great Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 
White-faced Heron 


Ld 


Mid-week Bird Excursion to the Colac Area 


Great Egret 

Royal Spoonbill 
Whistling Kite 
Swamp Harrier 
Brown Goshawk 
Purple Swamphen 
Dusky Moorhen 
Eurasian Coot 
Red-necked Stint 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Black-winged Stilt 
Black-fronted Dotterel 
Masked Lapwing 
Silver Gull 

Whiskered Tern 


Galah 

Long-billed Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Australian King-Parrot 
Crimson Rosella 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Horsfields Bronze-Cuckoo 
Shinning Bronze-Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 


White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 

Red Wattlebird 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Magpie-lark 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike 
Australian Magpie 


Pied Currawong 

Little Raven 

Skylark 

House Sparrow 
European Greenfinch 
European Goldfinch 
Welcome Swallow 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
Little Grassbird 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
Silvereye 

Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 


73 species 
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Snippets from the e The Gobi desert in China is expanding by over 10,000 square kilometres 
each year and 3,500 square kilometres of land in Nigeria becomes desert 
Journals every year! (For comparison, Geelong suburbs cover an area of about 75 
square kms) It has been forecast that climate change will force 150 million 
..Lorraine Phelan People to become environmental refugees by 2050. That's only 45 years 
away. Habitat Australia Vol. 32 No. 5 October 2004 
e Habitat Australia (p. 30) also has an article about bottled water versus tap 
` water. Pollution aspects and standards are discussed as well as who is reaping the profits, and several web links 
provided. Bottled water has a sexier image but "both consumers and landfill sites are paying the price". 
e The VNPA submission to the EES on the proposed channel deepening in Port Phillip can be found on the website 
www.vnpa.org.au under What's New'. The four-member panel considering submissions and presentations will sit until 
at least early December. More details in the VNPA newsletter Update October 2004. 


e Update also has an inspiring article about how one person did make a difference. He prevented the clearing of 
120ha of significant native vegetation near Portland. 


e Join the VNPA at their Caring for Nature Day, Sunday 21 November, Point Cook Coastal Park from 11 am. Lots of 
activities have been organised. 

e Tim Low [author of Feral Future and New Nature] is the Key Note speaker at a forum on Invasive Species. 
Saturday 13 November 10-5, Green Building, 60 Leicester St, Carlton. Register details with sasha@ramdesigns.com. 
e Landsat images of landscape changes over the last 30 years in Australia can be viewed on a government 
webpage. www.greenhouse.gov.au/ncas/space/index.html 

e Lake Condah [Budj Bim], in Victoria's south-west, became one of the first three places to be listed on the new 


National Heritage List in July. The site is listed as a cultural treasure. More details at www.deh.gov.au/heritage/ 
national/sites/budjbim.html 
° Are you having trouble cies the right binoculars or telescope? The Bird Observers Club is organising an ` 
Optics Field Day at Jells Park, Glen Waverley on Saturday 13 November. A range of optics will be available for 
viewing and experts on hand to assist. No cost but bookings essential. Ring Trish 9877 5342. & 


2005 Club Geelong Diary 


A 2005 Club Geelong Diary has been created to financially assist Non-Profit Organisations and Clubs in the Geelong 
area. 


The cost of the diary is $20 and $13 of this will be forwarded to the Club or Organisation of the purchasers’ choice. 
Diaries can be ordered and collected from any Bendigo Bank branch in the Geelong area from mid-December 2004. 


Perhaps you and your friends could purchase diaries and nominate the Geelong Field Naturalists Club as the recipient 
of the $13 bonus. A sample diary can be seen on the Treasurer's table at the General Meeting. & 


Errata... 


| must apologise once again to members (and especially Frank Scheelings and Ade Foster) for the mis-identification 
of the reptiles on pp. 6, 7, 8 & 9 of the October issue of Geelong Naturalist Vol. 40 No. 6. 


e Although the Blue-tongue p. 6 was sold to me as a ‘Marbled Blue-tongue’, Trevor Pescott assures me that it is the 
Blotched Blue-tongue (or Southern Blue-tongue) Tiliqua nigrolutea. It is the common blue-tongue in the Otways. 

e p. 7—Geyhra veriegata (should be variegata) 

e p. 8—not a monitor/goanna but one of the dragons (Trevor says its legs are too short, head to blunt to be gouldii or 
any Varanus sp) 


e p. 9—C. pictus is the Painted Dragon, not the Jacky Lizard which is Amphibolurus muricatus. The photo is not of 
the Painted Dragon, Trevor is not sure it's a Jacky Lizard (possibly a Tree Dragon), but it could be. 
e The real ‘bloomer is in Frank's photo titled Gould's Monitor. | obviously got the captions mixed up very badly! 
—Claire Greenwell Editor 


P.S. 
Some months ago l asked the committee to find someone else to replace me as editor. 


If you (or if you know of anyone else) would like to have a go (basically collate it —with the help of Deborah Evans and Valda Dedman 
as proof readers), please get in touch with the committee as | would be very pleased to step aside! «&» 
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Carlisle State Park—Wind Effects 
...Noel W. Schleiger 


1 Astley Street, 
Montmorency, 3094 


On Sunday, 17 October, 2004, | was fortunate to attend the Geelong FNC excursion to Carlisle State Park, 38 km 
south of Colac. The day was calm, mild and pleasantly sunny. My interest is the effect of prevailing winds on tree 
growth. As we climbed up the sandy Tucker's Orchard Track several eucalypt tree trunks had leans of 60° to 70? so | 
thought I'd measure the direction of lean (azimuth) in those cases. Most of the trees under study were Eucalyptus 
radiata, identified by bark persisting right to the tips of the upper branches. With them was E. willisii (formerly E. nitida) 
with the upper branches smooth. It is likely there were hybrids between these two species. _ 


More important than the species differences was the circumference of the girth well above the tree bole, which gives 
an estimate of age. Also important was the direction of gnarling in the upper canopy. Trees lean downwind, as does 
the curvature of the upper branches or canopy. 


Geology 

The sandy substrate is regarded as Pleistocene age. The sand was blown up from the S and SW at a time when the 
sea level was so low that most of Bass Strait was dry during the last ice age, 20 000 years before the present. The 
grey sand is about a metre thick. 


Ant holes indicate a yellow brown 
lateritic sand below the grey sand and | Fig. 1 LONGITUDES 
from localities 16 to 22 (see Fig.1) > ; 
there are well rounded quartz pebbles 
in the laterite. Elsewhere in central 
Victoria quartz pebbles in red brown s 
sand (deep leads) indicate a Pliocene | 22 jiz 
age. An ancestor of the Carlisle River | 
was flowing at this level in the 
Pliocene. The extensive alluvial 
terrace of the present Carlisle River 
west of Tucker's Orchard Road at 
Locs.15-22 has been cut and 
deposited well below the level of the 
road in the last 5 million years. This 
is typical of streams associated with 
deep leads in central Victoria. 


25.00 


The two rosettes in the lower right of 
Fig.1 summarize the directions 
indicated by the trunk lean and 
canopy deflection in the strongly 
leaning trees. The tree girths 
exceeding 2 m are in black; those 
less than 2 m in white. The upper 
rosette shows trees from the area 
between Locs. 2 to 7. The lower 
rosette included trees from the area 
between Locs. 1 and 2 which included 
the ridge summit west of Tucker's 
Orchard Road. This rosette records 
northerly and easterly winds not 
shown in the upper rosette. Trees Tucker's Orchard Road 
from this area were on the western 

, and southern slopes and were 
sheltered from northerlies and 
easterlies. 


LATITUDES 


24.80 


Both rosettes show the dominance of 
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Perched lake in the scrub off Tuckers Orchard Road 
Photograph: Rosalind Smallwood 


NW and SW winds. : 


As cold fronts associated with cyclones and anticyclones move from W to E across Victoria, NW winds predominate 
before a change. SW & SSW winds persist after the passage of the cold front often with rain, but not always. 


Trees on and north of the Victorian Divide show more prevalence of N and E winds as well as NW and SW winds. 


Perched Lakes 
The sandy environment of Tucker's Orchard Road would usc a low water table with such porous soils. sections 


along the road suggest at least 2 m of sandy soil. It was therefore surprising to find a perched lake east of Loc. 2 
some 250 m. 


Perched lakes form when an impervious layer occurs well above the regional water table. If ground water could seep 
Mur the impervious SEAMEN layer it would sink to the regional water table. 


In swampy country, peat and clay accumulates and sese around the roots assi boles of cos When compacted this 
humic sediment can become impervious to water, forming a locally perched water table or perched lake. 


A perched lake occurs on the seaward side of Great Ocean Road, between Anglesea and Urquart's Bluff in otherwise 
calcarenitic dune sand. S» 


Ricinocarpus pinifolius. 
Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 


Thelymitra sp.aff. ixioides 
Photo: Valda Dedman 
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Mid-week Bird Group 
Excursion 


Melton Reservoir and Eynesbury 
21 October 2004 


...Pat Streefkerk 


T here were 11 people who enjoyed this outing on a pleasant hot day. Our leader was Kay Campbell. 


We first visited Melton Reservoir, which had very poor birdlife this time, perhaps due to the very dry conditions. Only 
21 species were sighted. 


We then moved on to the Eynesbury property. The total property comprises 18 000 acres of which 3000 acres are in 
the process of being subdivided into 1 acre blocks. 


The sub-divider came past and asked for help with a bird survey of the area. This will be followed up. Hopefully the 
lovely open box woodland will be left intact. 


We had a good morning with 61 species identified, including many Tree Martins which were flying in and out of tree 
hollows, although no definite nest site was identified. 


We were fortunate enough to see 2 Diamond Firetails sitting on top a nest, which is presumably theirs. 


Some people saw the elusive Speckled Warbler, but they vanished before we could all have a look. We also had a 
good day for raptors with much discussion as they spiralled upward out of sight during identification. 


The only honeyeaters seen were Red Wattlebirds and White-plumed Honeyeaters. 
We walked through various areas of woodland and also checked the farm dam. 


Following is the list of birds seen at each area. 


Melton Reservoir Eynesbury Red-rumped Parrot Willie Wagtail 
Australian Wood Duck Australian Wood Duck Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Pacific Black Duck Mallard Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Dusky Woodswallow 
Little Pied Cormorant Pacific Black Duck Brown Treecreeper Australian Magpie 
Australian Pelican Grey Teal Superb Fairy-wren Little Raven 
Straw-necked Ibis Chestnut Teal Spotted Pardalote Skylark 

Brown Falcon Australasian Grebe Striated Pardalote Richard's Pipit 
Masked Lapwing Australian Pelican Speckled Warbler House Sparrow 
Crested Pigeon Straw-necked Ibis Weebill Diamond Firetail 
Galah Whistling Kite Brown Thornbill European Goldfinch 
Eastern Rosella Brown Goshawk Buff-rumped Thornbill Welcome Swallow 
Superb Fairy-wren Wedge-tailed Eagle Yellow Thornbill Tree Martin 
Striated Pardalote Brown Falcon Southern Whiteface Silvereye 

Red Wattlebird Dusky Moorhen Red Wattlebird Common Blackbird 
White-plumed Honeyeater Black-tailed Native-hen White-plumed Honeyeater Common Starling 
Magpie-lark Eurasian Coot Jacky Winter Common Myna 
Willie Wagtail Black-fronted Dotterel Varied Sittella (61 species) 
Australian Magpie Masked Lapwing Crested Shrike-tit 

Little Raven Galah Golden Whistler 

House Sparrow Little Corella Rufous Whistler 

Welcome Swallow Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Restless Flycatcher > 
Common Starling : Crimson Rosella Magpie-lark 


(21 species) Eastern Rosella Grey Fantail 
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Bird Group Report 
19 October 2004 


... Barry Lingham 


Speaker: Trevor Pescott 
Topic: The Barwon River bird surveys. 


The survey of bird-life along the Barwon River is one of many projects that Trevor Pescott has instigated on behalf of 
the GFNC during the past 40 years. 


Major change to the habitats and environment of the Western District plains began during the 1870s. Wooded areas 
were Cleared for fire wood or to open the land up for grazing or crops. Some swamplands were drained. The decline 
in vegetation allowed more penetration of rainwater into the soil, lifting the water table nearer to the surface and 
creating salinity problems. 


In the mid-1950s, a series of wetter years led to Lake Colac and Lake Corangamite filling and flooding over farmland 
around the edges of the lakes. Concern over flooding led to the construction of a drainage scheme where channels 
carried water from the lakes into the Barwon River. Some of the released water was very saline and concern was 
raised during the 1980s about the effects of the salt, plus other human impacts, on the overall health of the Barwon 

' River. 


In the 1990s, Deakin University was commissioned to undertake a literature search of available records, data or 
studies related to the Barwon River. It was found that much was known about the issues of salinity and hydraulics of 
the river, some information was written about macro-invertebrates and fishes, but little was recorded about the general 
ecology and living organisms that were part of the riparian habitat of the Barwon. 


It was decided that more base-line data was needed to be able to monitor the health of the Barwon, and studies were 
begun on the flora, fishes, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and platypus populations along the river. Tony Overman 
from the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority approached Trevor and asked him to organise a systematic 
survey of the bird-life of the river. 


The course of the Barwon follows a long curve as it flows from its source in the Otways to the outlet at Barwon Heads. 
A major feeder, the Leigh River, joins the Barwon at Inverleigh. A drainage channel from Lake Colac flows into 
Birregurra Creek and thus into the Barwon near Birregurra. 


The survey system was designed to check random sites along the length of the Barwon between Geelong and the 
Otways. Survey sites were chosen that allowed access by car to within reasonable walking distance. A total of 31 
sites were selected. A team of volunteers visited their sites 4 times per year and spent 20 minutes surveying the river 
and a 50 metre strip of riparian vegetation over some 300 metres at each site. Species present were noted, plus 
numbers. Birds beyond the site boundary or passing overhead were recorded as ‘off site’. 


Some farmland sites had little vegetative cover. Other sites contained stands of River Red-gums with good 
understorey growth, while other sites had trees but few understorey plants. Willow trees and gorse were predominant 
at some sites. In general, the river from Buckley's Falls to Kildean Road has Redgums and riparian vegetation, but the 
Gerangamete Flats have little vegetation apart from willows and weed species. The river splits into the West Barwon 
and East Barwon near Barwon Downs. Sites on both branches of the river were surveyed. 


Large amounts of raw data have been collected since the surveys began. Some analysis of the data has been 
undertaken, but detailed analysis has yet to be done. 


The number of species present during the surveys shows an average of 10—15 species per visit per site. Those sites 
with little understorey vegetation showed a lower number of species. Similarly sites dominated by willows and gorse 
had fewer species noted. 


A combined total of 145 species were recorded from the 31 sites over the survey period. The site near the junction of 
the Leigh and Barwon rivers produced the highest average number of species noted (21.8) with a total of 68 species 
seen over the survey period. The next most prolific site was at Bell's Bridge (average 19.3 species per survey; 63 
species over the period). 


Pacific Black Duck were recorded from every site with highest numbers in September. White-necked Heron were seen 
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at 15 sites, with highest numbers in September. We know little about the movements and breeding of this species 
locally. 


Nankeen Night Heron were seen in the lower Barwon regularly, but they were not recorded in June. Dusky Moorhen 
were only recorded at sites where Red-gums were present. Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo were seen mostly in 
December, with fewer records in March and June and none in September. Fan-tailed Cuckoos were noted in 
September, but not in March. Eastern Rosellas were seen in Red-gums but not at Buckley's Falls or Baum Weir. 


Red-rumped Parrots were recorded where Red-gums grew, but Blue-winged Parrots were only seen on the 
Gerangamete Flats during March and June counts. Superb Fairy-wren and White-browed Scrubwren were noted at 
nearly all sites. Highest numbers were at sites with more understorey growth. 


One bird that was seen more often in the gorse infested areas was the Brown Thornbill. The Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
preferred open areas adjacent to scrub. 


White-plumed Honeyeaters were present all year round in Red-gum habitat. Tree Martin were seen at 13 sites, but not 
during the June counts. Clamorous Reed-Warbler were observed in the reaches below Winchelsea where Red-gums 
and reeds were present. Silvereyes were noted mainly in December and March. 


Several unusual sighting were made. A pair of Rajah Shelduck were seen at Kent Road. Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

nested at the Kildean Lane site. White phase Grey Goshawk were noted a few times. At Yaugher, Buff-banded Rail 
and Baillon’s Crake were seen, as well as Southern Emu-wren. Banded Lapwings were observed at McMillan’s Lane 
and a Crested Pigeon was recorded at Winchelsea in September 2003. 


Many species of parrots nested in Red-gums including Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Eastern Rosella, Red-rumped Parrot 
and Long-billed Corella. An Azure Kingfisher with dependant young was noted at the Kent Road site. 


Rufous Fantail were only recorded once or twice. Singing Bushlark were seen at Cann's Lane. 


The survey is still continuing and it is hoped that the results will be used to encourage landholders to show an interest 
in the bird life and the habitat of the river. Planting of understorey vegetation plus replacement of willows by Red-gums 


must be encouraged. 


Trevor and his team are to be congratulated for their efforts in conducting the ongoing survey. The GFNC has 
benefited financially from the sponsorship of the surveys and the community will benefit from the expansion of 


knowledge about the most important waterway in our region. Thank you Trevor. 


Mid-week Bird Group 
Excursion 


To the Colac Area 
30 September 2004 
...Polly Cutcliffe 


Leader: lan Davies 


lan shepherded 10 members around 
some of his favourite bird-watching 
spots—Ball's Dam, Lake Colac, 
Floating Islands and his own home 
set in natural bushland at 
Barongarook. We recorded 73 
species (listed separately). 


The most unusual/remarkable for me 
were: 

Balls Dam: A Flock of about 100 
Eurasian Coots loafing on the shore, 
Shoveler, Blue-billed and Hardhead 
Ducks, and a Black Swan on a nest 
about a metre above the water line. 


` Lake Colac: Great-crested Grebes 


and Whiskered Tern very 
close to the shore-line. 


Floating Islands: Four 
Honeyeater species, including 
good views of White-naped 
foraging overhead, three 
Cuckoo species, Spotted and 
Striated Pardalotes, three 
Brown Goshawks wheeling 
overhead, and a very pale- 
coloured Swamp. Harrier with 
an unbarred grey tail, which 
reference to my Pizzey and 
Knight Field Guide reveals as 
an older male bird. 


The Davies’ Home Environs: 


A Brown Thornbill bathing in 
the garden bird-bath, Crimson 
Rosellas, King Parrots, a 
White-throated Treecreeper 
nesting in a box put up for 
parrots, and a Grey Shrike- 
thrush nesting in a piece of 
unfinished tapestry attached 
to a loom which had been 


folded and hung on a wall in the 
garden shed—a very cosy-looking 
set-up! We were also introduced 
to a variety of beautiful exotic and 
native parrots in lan's immaculate 
aviaries. We had lunch and bird- 
call on the back verandah. 


Many thanks to lan for such an 
interesting day and to Jean Davies 
for her hospitality. 


For full bird list see page 8. $9 


Have your say on COGG draft 
local law re: feeding birds. 

As a member, | encourage other 
members of the club to have input into 
the proposal to ban feeding birds in local 
reserves and parks. This proposal has 
been put forward to protect our native 
birdlife. Submissions should be received 


at COGG “Draft Local Laws”, P.O.Box 
104, Geelong, by Nov. 17". Do you 
support the proposal and do you think 
the wording should be changed to 
prevent the feeding of any bird in a 
reserve? Please also write to the local 
paper...... Jo Heatlie. 
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Bird Observations—October 2004 


.. John Bottomley 


Lots of breeding records this month. Some of these are typical for the Geelong region but some are more noteworthy. Australian 
Grebes breeding at Deakin University in Waurn Ponds is interesting as these birds have become scarce in our region over the last 
few years. Musk ducks breeding at Reedy lake is also worthy of note as are Brolgas with young at Point Wilson and Tawny 
Frogmouths nesting at Wensleydale. Word of mouth reports that froggies are also nesting in their usual area just outside the gate at 
the entrance of the You-Yangs. 


Last month Hans and Pat Streefkerk mentioned that gorse removal on Dickins Road in Freshwater Creek had left many young 
rabbits without cover. Word must have got out to the raptor community for they turned up in numbers. Six different raptor species 
were seen hunting young rabbits in the next few weeks! Talking of raptors, | heard on the radio that mouse numbers north of the 
Murray are building up to plague proportions. When this happens the population of Black-shouldered Kites typically increases very 
fast so that when the mouse population crashes there is a serious lack of food for them. At this point they typically move south in 
search of food and are seen in large numbers in and around Geelong. Keep your eyes open for increased numbers of these 
beautiful raptors in early winter next year. 


Thank you to the members who continue to provide records for Richards Pipits. It will be interesting to see what patterns emerge at 


the end of the year. 


Observers were: BAt, Bryant Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; DHe, Dean Hewish; GT, Graeme Tribe; HGr, Hannie Groeneveld; HS, 
Hans Streefkerk; JN, John Newman; KDo, Keith Dowell; LP, Lorraine Preston; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MPo, 
MaryAnne Polotzek; PSt, Pat Streefkerk; RBa, Ray Baverstock; RMc, Rob McKenzie; RP, Bob Preston; WG, Willem Goeneveld. 


Species (cont.) 


Musk Duck 
Australian Wood Duck 


Australasian Grebe 


White-necked Heron 


Glossy Ibis 
Black-shouldered Kite 


Whistling Kite 
Swamp Harrier 
Brown Goshawk 


Grey Goshawk 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Little Eagle 
Brown Falcon 
Peregrine Falcon 


Brolga 


Black-tailed Native-hen 


Eastern Curlew 
Ruddy Turnstone 


Red Knot 


Number 


5 
9 


4 


2 


1 


1 
1 


Present 


Present 


1 


1 


1 
Present 


Present 


Present 


1 


NN 


25+ 


Date 


30/9 
8/10 


19/10 


25/9 


10/10 


1/10 
8/10 


Oct 


Oct 


18/10 
1/10 


26/9 
Oct 


Oct 


Oct 


25/9 


3/10 
16/10 


17/10 
20/10 


1/10 


30/9 
16/10 


16/10 


Comments 
Moolap Station Road, Reedy Lake N. Included 2 ducklings. 
Grovedale, near Dennys Court on Waurn Ponds Creek, 2 adults 
with 7 ducklings at 17:00. 
Deakin University, Waurn Ponds. 2 pairs, 2 nests, one bird 
sitting on each nest. 
Barros Dams, You Yangs. 
Gnarwarre. One in same location near dam 17/10. 
Hospital Lake, with 4 Great Egrets. 
Grovedale, at Waurn Ponds Creek near row of pine trees, at 
17:00. 
Dickins Road, Freshwater Creek. Hunting small rabbits after 
gorse removed. 
Dickins Road, Freshwater Creek. Hunting small rabbits after 
gorse removed. 
Dickins Road, Freshwater Creek. Hunting small rabbits after 
gorse removed. . 
Grovedale, on Waurn Ponds Creek, a white morph bird near row 
of pine trees on the Belmont side. 
Highton, flying high, being harassed by Magpies. 
Dickins Road, Freshwater Creek. Hunting small rabbits after 
gorse removed. 
Dickins Road, Freshwater Creek. Hunting small rabbits after 
gorse removed. 
Dickins Road, Freshwater Creek. Hunting small rabbits after 
gorse removed. 
You Yangs, feeding on prey on cross-arm of power pole beside 
Little River-Ripley Rd. 
Salt Swamp, Lake Connewarre, Barwon Heads Road. 
Rokewood, near Geggie's Road 
Salt Swamp, Lake Connewarre on N side of Barwon Heads 
Road. 
Point Wilson, a pair with 2 small young. 
Taits Point, Lake Connewarre, in lignum bushes. 
Sheepwash, Barwon Heads. 
Black Rocks 
Freshwater Lake. 2 birds, one with a reddish belly. 


Observer 


RMc 
MPo 


LPh 


RMc, DHe, 
MHe et al 


BAt 


BL 
MPo 


HS, PSt 


HS, PSt 


HS, PSt 
MPo 


BAt 
HS, PSt 


HS, PSt 
HS, PSt 


RMc 

HS, PSt 
LPh 

GT 

RMc, DHe, 


MHe et al 
BL 


RBa 
JN 


JN 
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Species (cont.) 
Yellow-tailed Black- 
Cockatoo 
Gang-gang Cockatoo 
Long-billed Corella 


Eastern Rosella 


Red-rumped Parrot 


Blue-winged Parrot 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 


Tawny Frogmouth 


Superb Fairy-wren 


Rufous Bristlebird 


Red Wattlebird 


Crested Shrike-tit 
Golden Whistler 


Rufous Whistler 


Restless Flycatcher 
Magpie-lark 


Grey Fantail 


Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 


Dusky Woodswallow 


Little Raven 


Singing Bushlark 

Little Grassbird 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
Song Thrush 


Number . Date 
34 3/10 
9 9/10 
6 29/9 
Nest 8/10 
1 8/10 
1 29/9 
8 4/10 
1 2/10 
2 8/10 
1 10/10 
1 24/9 
Present 25/9 
2/10 
2 27/9 
2 18/10 
2 10/10 
1 10/10 
3 15/10 
2 5/10 
Present 25/9 
Present 25/9 
10/10 
25/9 
1 29/9 
2 3/10 
7 25/9 
1 18/10 
1 21/10 
5 25/9 
2 29/9 
3 21/9 
2 25/9 
1 30/9 
1 1/10 
1 27/9 


Comments 


Connewarre, flying NE 


Reynolds Road, Belmont, in eucalypts on CSIRO property 
at 11:30. 

Queens Park, Newtown near footbridge. At 19:40 flew in 
to old eucalypt and stayed there 45 minutes. 

Leopold, 4 eggs in nest box. 


Leopold, a female on 2 eggs in nest box. This is the 
second female to use the box — the previous one was 
found dead on its 6 eggs on 28/9. 

Murgheboluc 


Long Forrest, feeding on seeds of Capeweed. Second 
record for the area — the first was of birds flying over. 
Newtown, calling at Buckingham Road. 


Queens Park, Newtown, near footbridge. 
Gnarwarre 


Station Street, Drysdale. It stayed about a week and was 
heard again 19/10. 
You Yangs. Quite a few. 


Wensleydale, sitting on nest in messmate stringybark. 


Queens Park, building a nest in grass tussock. 3 eggs in 
nest 8/10, no eggs or birds 15/10, nest being torn apart 
19/10. 

Buckley Falls, Queens Park. A female building a nest 
30cm above the ground in a salt bush. 

Point Addis. One captured food and took it to concealed 
nest. 

Gnarwarre Road, Gnarwarre, sitting on nest 5m up in 
eucalypt. 

Helena Street, Highton 


Buckley Falls, Fyansford. 


You Yangs. A few birds, including a grey bird feeding on 
the fruit of Exocarpus. 
You Yangs. Quite a few birds. 


Gnarwarre, 10:00. 


You Yangs. 


St Augustine’s Lake, Highton. Sitting on nest, occasionally 
leaves nest vacant. 3 chicks in nest 12/10. 


— Gnarwarre. Very early stage of nest construction, 1m 


above ground on small eucalypt branch. Beautiful nest 
almost completed 9/10, bird sitting on nest 17/10. 
You Yangs. -Included one flock of 4 at Cressy Gully. 


Queens Park, sitting on a nest high in eucalypt. This is the 
third year the birds have nested within 50m radius. 
Teesdale. 


You Yangs 


Buckley Falls, Fyansford. Building a nest. On 1/10 5 birds 
seen, one sitting on nest 4m up in a eucalypt. On 7/10 the 
nest was dislodged by high wind and heavy rain. 15/10 2 
birds seen, 19/10 2 birds seen. 

St Augustines Lake, Highton. 2 adults feeding a young bird 
at nest. On 26/9 a young bird was awkwardly flapping its 
way through trees and branches. 2 chicks seen 2/10. 

You Yangs along Little River — Ripley Road. 


Deakin University, Waurn Ponds. Also 19/10. 
Wurdiboluc reservoir, a male bird singing loudly. 


Helena Street, Highton. One heard calling beautifully 18/10 
at 05:00. 


Observer 
HS, PSt 


BAt 
BAt 


RMc 
RMc 


LPh 
MHe, DHe 


RMc 

BAt 

BAt 

HGr, WG 


RMc, DHe, 
MHe, JN 
JN 


BAt 


BAt 
RP, LP 
BAt 


RBa 
BAt 


RMc, DHe, 
MHe, JN 
RMc, DHe, 
MHe, JN 
BAt 


RMc, DHe, 
MHe, JN 
KDo 


BAt 


RMc, DHe, 
MHe, JN 
BAt 


LPh 


RMc, DHe, 
MHe, JN 
BAt 


KDo 


RMc, DHe, MHe 
LPh 
RBa 
RBa 
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President John Bottomley 5229 3901 johnbo@ncable.net.au 
Vice-President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 Deborah.Evans@deakinprime.com 
Immediate Past President Diana Primrose 5250 1811 primrose@sunet.com.au 

Secretary Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 

Minute Secretary Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Committee Member Bryant Attwood € 5243 8858 b.attwood@bigpond.com.au 


Polly Cutcliffe 5244 0182 pollycut@hotmail.com 


Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
Rosalind Smallwood 5258 2660 bigred@pipeline.com.au 


Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Neil McInnes 0408 102 802 neil.mcinnes@ozemail.com.au 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Biodiversity Group Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 
Bird Group John Bottomley 5284 1554 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Editor Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Librarian Trish McColl 5229 2304 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Jan Venters 5222 2830 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Seaview Park Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 


Coming Events 


NOVEMBER 2004 DECEMBER 2004 
General Meeting: Ern Perkins—Central Victorian . TBA Challenge Bird Count 
Box Ironbark Forests 7 General Meeting: Members Night:—Special Interest 
Plant Group: Workshop Groups. 
Bird Group: Gordon McCarthy—Bowerbirds 14 Plant Group Excursion: Break-up/Excursion 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion—Mt Duneed area 16 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Excursion: Little River Earth Sanctuary (Saturday) 
Leader: Diana Primrose 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 29 November, 2004. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
4 White Street, Belmont, 3216 —OR—e-mail: cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
For further details phone Claire Greenwell: 5243 7047 (or mobile 0408 108 992) 


The latest editions of the following references are recommended: 


Birds: Christidis, L. & Boles, W. (1994) The Taxonomy and Species of Birds of Australia and its Territories, Royal 
Ornithologist Union Monograph 2, RAOU, Melbourne. 

Invertebrates: CSIRO (1991) The Insects of Australia: A Textbook for Students & Research Workers, Vol 1 & 2, MUP, 
Melbourne. 

Mammals: Menkhorst, P.W. (ed.) (1995) A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia, Oxford University Press, South 
Melbourne. 

Plants: Ross, J.H. & Walsh, N.G. (eds) (2003) A Census of the Vascular Plants of Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens of 
Victoria, Melbourne. 

Reptiles and Amphibians: Cogger, H. (1992) Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia, Reed Books, Chatswood, NSW. 


DISCLAIMER Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions The Meeting Rooms at Clairvaux Catholic 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. School, Reynolds Road, Belmont. 
Use the driveway between the big hall and the 
The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission playing field. The Plant Group meets at 
provided that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is Geelong Botanic Gardens Friends Room. 
made. 
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GFNC Web page: 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/-gfnc/ 


e-mail address: 


gfnc@vicnet.net.au 


MAILING ROSTER 


NOVEMBER Sheila Silver 


DECEMBER ? 


Printed by Ken Jenkin, 
Bellarine Highway, Moolap 


